ROYAL HIBERNIAN ACADEMY. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 31 July 1866 y—for, 



COPIES ct of Memorial and Statement of Treasurer of Royal Hibernian 
Academy to the late Lord Lieutenant of Ireland , dated the 20th day of 
September 1865, and Letters in reference thereto from the Irish 
Government 

“ And, of Report from Mr. Eyre Crowe on Royal Hibernian Academy’s 
Schools of Art, 1865, with Answer of Academy thereto, and Statement 
forwarded therewith, with other Correspondence between Department of 
Science and Art and the Irish Government in reference to the Royal 
Hibernian Academy.” 



{Mr. Pirn.) . 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
io August 1 866. 
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COPIES of Memorial and Statement of Treasurer of Royal Hibernian 
Academy to the late Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, dated the 20th day of 
September 1 865, and Letters in reference thereto from the Irish Govern- 
ment; and, of Report from Mr. Eyre Crowe, on Royal Hibernian 
Academy’s Schools of Art, 1865, with Answer of Academy thereto, and 
Statement forwarded therewith, with other Correspondence between 
Department of Science and Art and the Irish Government in reference to 
the Royal Hibernian Academy. 



— No. 1. — 

Memorial of the President and Members of the Royal Hibernian Academy. 



To His Excellency John IV odehouse , Baron fVodehouse, Lord Lieutenant General, 
and General Governor of Ireland, &c., &c., &c. 

The Memorial of the President and Members of the Royal 
Hibernian Academy, 

Humbly showeth — 

That, in July last the Academy received an intimation from the Department 
of Science and Art that early in the ensuing August the Right Honourable 
H. A. Bruce, Vice President of the Committee of Council on Education, would 
make a visit of inspection to the Academy. 

That, on the 4 th of August, Mr. Cole and Captain Donnelly visited the 
Academy instead of Mr. Bruce, and inquired into the state of the schools, 
annual exhibitions, &c., and, at their request, tabular statements, setting forth 
the receipts, expenditure, and pecuniary losses incurred by the exhibitions 
during the last four years were forwarded to the Department. 

That it was shown by those statements, copies of which are herewith sub- 
mitted for your Excellency’s information, that the Government grant of 300 l. 
annually voted to the Academy is insufficient, and that the Academy, has 
been for years struggling to maintain the institution upon wholly insufficient 
means. 

That, in consequence of these difficulties, arising from the pecuniary failure 
of the exhibitions, the Academy now seeks through the Department of Science 
and Art, an additional grant-in-aid of 250 /., to enable it to meet existing liabili- 
ties ; and feeling assured that your Excellency fully appreciates the importance 
of such an institution as the Royal Hibernian Academy, a body of professional 
artists, incorporated by Royal Charter, affording a nucleus and rallying point 
for the advancement of the fine arts in Ireland, and exercising an important 
and necessary influence on public taste. 

Memorialists therefore pray your Excellency to use your influence with 
Government to advocate this request, and to urge the necessity, by a permanently 
increased grant, of placing their institution on a more secure and solid basis. 

And Memorialists will ever pray. 

(signed) Catterson Smith, President r.h.a. 

M. Angelo Hayes , Secretary r.h.a. 



Dublin, 17 November 1865. 




5oo. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



Enclosures in No. 1. 

Royal Hibernian Academy, 

Sir, 21 September 1865. 

I am directed by the Council of the Royal Academy to forward the accompanying 
statement of the receipts and expenses of the annual exhibitions for the last four years, as 
Mr. Cole, during his recent visit to the Academy, made some inquiries respecting the 
losses caused by exhibitions, which, in the absence of the treasurer (at that time abroad) 
it was not possible then to afford, and expressed a wish to have such returns forwarded. 

The losses on the annual exhibitions have necessarily interfered with the efficiency of 
the institution as the Academy is not possessed of any funds except the annual grant-in- 
aid, of 300 7., and that is scarcely sufficient for the necessary expenses of the schools. 

Thus the Academy is involved in debt, notwithstanding the utmost efforts of the mem- 
bers to render their exhibition remunerative. 

In the annual reports the Academy has constantly pointed to the apathy of the public 
respecting the fine arts, and the necessity of an annually increased grant to sustain the 
Academy. 

I am now therefore to convey through you to the Department of Science and Art, the 
inclosed statements, showing that during the last four years an average loss of 100 7. has 
been incurred, and to respectfully urge upon the Department the necessity of an additional 
grant of 250 7., which will enable the Academy to meet their liabilities and carry on the 
institution to the end of the current year. 

I am, &c. 

To Norman M'Leod, Esq. (signed) M. Angelo Hayes, 

Department of Science and Art, Secretary R. h. a. 

South Kensington, London. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



— No. 2. — 

The Under Secretary for Ireland, to the Secretary, Department of Science 
and Art, South Kensington. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 21 November 1865 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to transmit to you, to be laid before 
the Committee of Council on Education, a copy of a memorial to his Excellency 
from the President and Members of the Royal Hibernian Academy, praying 
for a grant-in-aid of 250 Z., in addition to their annual grant of 300 l. to enable 
them to meet existing liabilities, and also for a permanent increase to that 
grant. 

I am to state that his Excellency would view with regret any failure, from 
want of funds, of the schools now maintained by the Royal Hibernian Academy, 
and trusts that their Lordships will give their favourable consideration to this 
memorial. 

I am, &e. 

(signed) Thomas A. Larcom. 



— No. 



3. — 



Mr. N. McLeod to the Under Secretary. 



Science and Art Department, London, W., 
Sir, 12 February 1866. 

I am directed by the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education, to 
forward for the information of the Lord Lieutenant, a copy of their Lordships’ 
minute of the 9th instant, relative to the memorial from the Royal Hibernian 
Academy, and I am to request you to favour me. with auy observations on the 
withdrawal of the grant, or with any suggestions for rendering the continued 
expenditure justifiable. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Norman McLeod, 

Assistant Secretary. 



Enclosure in No. 3.. 

Copt of Minute, 9 February 1866. 

Royal Hibernian Academy. 

My Lords consider Sir Thomas Larcom’s letter of the 21st November 1865, also 
memorial transmitted therewith from the Royal Hibernian Academy, praying for a grant 
of 250 l., to pay immediate liabilities incurred in holding unsuccessful exhibitions and for 
an increase to the present grant of 300 l. per annum. My Lords likewise consider Mr. 
Eyre Crowe’s Report on the annual competition of works at the Royal Hibernian Academy 
in 1865, and Mr. Cole’s account of his visit to Dublin in August last. 

With regard to the liabilities of the Royal Hibernian Academy, they appear from the 
President’s statement to have arisen from an excess of expenditure over receipts in the 
annual exhibitions held during the last four years by the Academy, and the apathy of the 
public is referred to as the cause of the want of success and loss. 

My Lords are of opinion that the Academy’s annual exhibition of pictures is not an 
object on which public money should be expended, similar exhibitions in London, Edin- 
burgh, Manchester and other places being promoted out of private funds. 

They are, therefore, unable to recommend either a special or an annual grant for this 
purpose. As respects the schools, to tire maintenance of which the present grant of 300 1. 
is wholly applied, my Lords observe with regret that the results have been most un- 
satisfactory. Mr. Crowe states as follows : 

“ There are 28 students on the books. 

“ I have no hesitation in saying that all the students should be at work in the sculpture 
room, and be put to work from casts of the three or four studies from the antique ; none 
were up to the mark of those to. which awards are usually made in schools of art. 

“ In the life school, studies composing the majority of those in competition none were of 
sufficient merit to warrant a medal being given. This was also the case in the painting 
school. The suggestions for amendment thrown out last year have not been acted upon in 
any one particular. No regular attendance on the part of the pupils is enforced, thus 

while 
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while one pupil sends 17 sketches, another sends one solitary life study, the only work he 
has produced in the year. In the painting school these students, in spite of all re- 
monstrances, seek to compose genre pictures without knowledge of perspective, anatomy, 
or of light or shade. Neither in numbers, in present efficiency, or in future promise, can 
I pronounce that this year’s work holds out any advance on former efforts, but rather the 

re My^ords cannot, under the circumstances above described, recommend an increased 
<n-ant for the schools of the Academy. They consider, on the contrary, that the present 
grant, as now administered, is productive of very little good; and as Dublin possesses an 
excellent school of art in connection with the Royal Dublin Society, they are of opinion 
that the interest of fine art would not suffer if the present grant to the Royal Hibernian 
Academy were wholly withdrawn. 



— No. 4. — 

The Under Secretary to the Secretary of the Royal Hibernian Academy. 
gj r Dublin Castle, 26 February 1866. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to transmit to you, to be laid before 
the Council of the Royal Hibernian Academy, copy of a letter which has been 
received by his Excellency from the Committee of Council on Education, en- 
closing copy of a Minute of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Trea- 
sury, relative to the memorial of the Academy praying for a grant of 250 l. to 
pay immediate liabilities, and for an increase to the present grant of 300 l. per 
annum ; and I am to request that the Council will favour me, for his Excel- 
lency’s information, with such remarks as they may think fit to make thereon. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 



No. 5. — 



Mr. M. Angelo Hayes to the Under Secretary. 



Royal Hibernian Academy of Arts, Lower Abbey-street, 
Sir, Dublin, 2 March 1866. 

I am directed by the Royal Hibernian Academy to forward to you, for the 
information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the accompanying observa- 
tions upon the Minute of the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education, 
and upon the report from the inspector, Eyre Crowe, Esq., which accom- 



panied it. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) M. Angelo Hayes , r.h.a., 

Secretary. 



Enclosure in No. 5. 



Royal Hibernian Academy of Arts, Lower Abbey-street, 
Dublin, March 1866. 

The Royal Hibernian Academy, having before them a portion of the Report, 1865, of 
the Inspector from the Department of Science and Art upon their schools, _ lay respect- 
fully, for the consideration of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the following : 



Inspector’s Report. 

“In the life school studies, composing 
the majority of those in competition, none 
were of sufficient merit to warrant a medal 
being given. This was also the case in the 
Painting School .” 



500. 



"In 



Observations. 



At the last visit of inspection, Mr. Crowe 
(in conjunction with the president and 
keeper) awarded the silver medal to Mr. 
Francis Walker, and the bronze medal to 
Mr. Wm. Farrell, for drawings from the 
life. Mr. Watkins received “honourable 
mention ” for modelling from the life. In 
' ' award was made, as 

spector differed with 
as to the amount of 

merit shown. 



the painting school no 
the president and the in 
the keeper in opinion 



B 



The 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



Inspector s Report. Observations. 

“ In the antique none, are up to the The bronze medal was awarded to Mr 
mark of those to which awards are usually McNeill for drawing from the antique, and 
made in schools of art.” . one study, only partly finished, the inspector 

commended highly. His attention was 
directed to drawings by other students, and 
he agreed that improvement was evident. 
In the course of the year Mr. Farrell was passed from the antique into 
the life school, and was awarded a medal in that school. 

There was no division of opinion upon those awards of medals between 
the inspector and the president and keeper, and therefore the Academy 
are at a loss to reconcile the statements in the report with the above facts 
and with the inspector’s expressed opinions to the president and keeper. 



"In the painting school the students, in 
spite of all remonstrances, seek to compose 
genre pictures without knowledge of per- 
spective, anatomy, or of light and shade.” 



Extract from Rules and Regulations in the 
Schools of the Royal Hibernian Academy. 

“3. The painting school shall be open 
five days in each week in the sessions, from 
ten to one o’clock. On Mondays, Wednes- 
days, and Fridays the draped model will 
sit from 10 to 12 o’clock. The visitors 
(masters) shall attend one month in rotation, 
and shall always be present while the model 
sits.” 



“16. There shall be a special competi- 
tion at the close of the autumn session, open 
to all who study in the schools, for which a 
silver medal shall be awarded, in addition 
to the bronze medal given in each of the 
schools. 

“ For this competition the figure shall be 
posed in the living model school, to sit for 
two hours five evenings each week for three 
consecutive weeks. In the painting school 
the draped model will sit, and a picture for 
study will also be selected; and in the 
antique school a figure (cast) shall be set 
up. The best performance in any of the 
schools shall obtain the silver medal.” 



“ The suggestions for amendment thrown 
out last year have not been acted upon in 
any one particular 



Extracts from Report of 1864. 

“ That in future heads, hands, and feet 
from casts, and carefully elaborated, should 
be insisted upon no back ground beino- 
used. ° 

“ That better (female) models be selected, 
and, if necessary, got from London ! espe- 
cially for works in competition.” 

Extract from Bye Laws — “ Schools.” 

“7. No person shall be admitted as a 
student in the schools of the Royal Hiber- 
nian Academy, unless he has passed in the 
four papers of freehand, geometry, perspec- 
tive 



3. Mr. Crowe, of course, must mean that 
without knowledge of perspective, &c., &c. 
the students seek to compose genre pictures. 
The Academy deny that this sweeping de- 
nunciation applies to the students’ works. 
Some were produced by a student (Mr. 
W alker), who is also a teacher of perspec- 
tive in the school of the Royal Dublin So- 
ciety. The Academy pray lor inquiry. 



Since his first visit of inspection, Mr. 
Crowe has constantly objected to the draped 
model, and refused to award medals. The 
bye-laws of the Academy and the rules for 
the conduct of the schools expressly recog- 
nise this study. They have been drawn up 
with the concurrence of the Department of 
Science and Art, and a cojiy deposited with 
them. 

The Academy differ in toto with Mr. 
Crowe’s view's; they consider the draped 
model a most useful study to the young 
artist, who require to practice painting 
drapery upon the human form quite as much 
as studying from the nude ; and studies ol 
still life are also most necessary. 

Such a course of study is part of the in- 
struction given in the Royal Academy of 
London ; and some years ago a similar school 
was established in London, outside the 
Academy, and was much resorted to by 
artists. It was called the Clipston-street 
School, and the draped model was its prin- 
cipal feature. 

In the Royal Dublin Society a draped 
model occasionally' sits, and premiums have 
been aw r arded for studies from it. 

4. Nearly all the inspector’s suggestions 
are antagonistic to the rules, and made 
seemingly in ignorance of their existence ; 
yet they have been read to Mr. Crowe. 



Studies of heads, hands, and feet were 
made by the students, and the keeper 
directed Mr. Crowe’s attention to a few of 
such studies during his last visit. 

The greater part of Mr. Crowe’s sugges- 
tions the Academy consider inexpedient, 
and SOTO& far from desirable. 



5. Before the Academy was placed in 
connection with the Department the stu- 
dents who entered the schools were required 
to show by specimen drawings that they 
were 
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Inspector's Report. 



Observations. 



live, and object drawing of the second grade, 
and is able to produce his certificate from 
the Department of Science and Art to that 
effect.” 



were sufficiently skilled draftsmen to benefit 
by studying therein, but since 1861 the new 
bye-laws, drawn up at the instance of the 
department, require for admission into the 
schools only that the student should pro- 
duce the certificate from the department. 

It appears strange that such a small 
number of pupils from the Royal Dublin Society’s schools present them- 
selves for admission to the Academy, who can produce the four papers or 
certificates- The Academy have, however, been constrained to refuse 
several applicants perfectly competent to study in their schools, merely 
because they had not passed in those four papers. 

In fact the department ties up the Academy by certain rules, the effect 
of which is to diminish the number and proficiency of the Academy’s 
students, and the inspector then reports against die Academy for adhering 
to those rules. 



et Dublin possesses an excellent school of 6. A comparison between the Royal 
art in connection with the Royal Dublin Dublin Society’s schools and those of the 
Society.” Academy can scarcely be instituted, as the 

province of one is elemental art instruction 
and mechanical drawing, whereas the 
Academy is only open to male students, and the higher branches of art 
study are alone pursued. 

The great majority of the pupils in the Royal Dublin Society schools 
being ladies practising drawing as an amusement or elegant accomplish- 
ment, and the principal portion of the male pupils being in the architec- 
tural class, or at mechanical drawing, is, of course, one great cause why 
so few present themselves as candidates for admission to the Academy 
schools. 

Most of the students of the Academy were pupils in the schools of the 
Royal Dublin Society before entering those of the Academy; and at 
present two of the Academy’s students are junior masters or pupil teachers 
in the Royal Dublin Society’s schools, and one obtained the Taylor prize, 
or art scholarship, at the last competition under the provisions of the late 
Captain Taylor’s will, and another obtained the silver medal in the same 
competition. 

The Academy cannot see how the performances of the same individuals 
can be “ excellent,” when produced in the Royal Dublin Society’s schools, 
but when seen in the Academy only show that they are “ not up to the 
mark ” of those to which awards are usually made in schools of art. 



“ I have no hesitation in saying that all 
the students should be at work in the 
sculpture room, and be put to work from 
casts.” 



7. The students of the Academy must be 
over 18 years, according to the bye-laws, 
before being admitted into the living model 
school ; some of these students are already 
commencing to practice as professional 
artists, and two at least are acting as 
already pointed out, in the Royal Dublin 
Society, as junior masters; and another (Mr. Byrne) obtained the 
medal from the department in the general competition in London, 1864, 
for a drawing from the Yenus of Milo, executed in the antique school of 
the Academy. 



Extract from Rules and Regulations in the 
Schools of the Royal Hibernian Academy. 

“12. The students in- the antique school 
shall be passed into the living model school 
on submitting a drawing to the council made 
in the antique school, and requesting to be 
so passed.” 

“No regular attendance on the part of 
the . pupils is enforced ; thus, while one 
pupil sends 17 sketches (sic), another sends 
one solitary life study, the only work he has 
produced in the year.” 



500. “Neither 



To remove them from the living model 
school, and send them back into the antique, 
to draw “ heads, hands, and feet,” as Mr. 
Crowe suggests, is a course the Academy 
hesitate to take, though, in some instances, 
they might advise such a course of study. 

8. The one study w r as produced for the 
special competition by a student, Mr. A. J . 
Mayne, now practising as a professional 
artist, who wished to obtain the academic 
silver medal ; and only one _ study is made 
by any student in the “ special competition 
at the close of the autumn session, open to 
all who study in the schools ” (see Rule 16). 

q 9. The 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



Inspector's Report. 

“ Neither in numbers, in present effici- 
ency, or in future promise, can I pronounce 
that this year’s work holds out any advance 
on former efforts, but rather the reverse.” 



Observations. 

9. The Academy believe that they have 
nowreplied to every point in the Inspector’s 
report for 1865; with the conclusions drawn 
by Mr. Crowe they cannot agree, but they 
trust that the explanations given will be 
deemed satisfactory. 

) Catterson Smith, President. 

M. Angelo Hayes, R.H.A., Secretary. 



Royal Hibernian Academy of Arts, 
Lower Abbey-street, Dublin, 

1 March 1866. 

Observations respecting the Minutes of the Lords of the Committee of Council on 
Education, refusing to recommend a Grant in Aid to the Royal Hibernian Academy 
transmitted to the Academy by order of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 5 
The following observations are respectfully offered : 

The principle of the necessity of governmental support may be taken as established 
after 30 years’ continuance of the Grant from Parliament, and after the Votes for the sus- 
tainment of Art by the Irish Parliament ; and the Academy feel it unnecessary to urge 
upon either his Excellency or the Treasury the fact that all governments foster and 
support similar institutions. 

The Minute states that, “ My Lords are of opinion that the Academy’s annual exhibi- 
tion of pictures is not an object on which public money should be expended ; similar 
exhibitions in London, Edinburgh, Manchester, and other places beino- promoted out of 
private funds. They are therefore unable to recommend either a special or an annual 
grant for this purpose.” 

The Royal Academy of London receives no actual grant, but it enjoys the free me of 
a splendid building equivalent to several thousand pounds yearly, which it cannot be sup- 
posed IS given only for the sake of the schools. The annual exhibition is the only oth£ 
ground upon which this support is given, and yet the annual exhibitions are so well sus- 
Lradon y he admlS8, ° n feeB ' aat Eo ^‘ is nearly the richest corporation in 

The Royal Scottish Academy is similarly magnificently housed at the public expense 
“mi tlle p 0le aS . ked for is tie sustainment of a living model school. P 

, 1 p Vr siiocrtuau Academy, from the private munificence of a former President 

“ budding of Us own, a fine collection of casts, a small library of works of art, and a 

collection of prints and pictures, either acquired or bequeathed to it. It receives 

only a small grant of 3001. yearly, and the officers administer its application and 

whateve^ 16 ’ “ d “ mdu0t the e,lt!re Wmb s °f institution without P any salaries 
tb. T r U3 « ln En £ l!mtl “d in Scotland, tile Royal Academies arc munificently assisted by 

W the Arts are bn? 

RovriD^bUnSS’f a" 1 f ° de , tj ’’ ““ . M “ 3 eum of Irish Industry, and the Museum of the 
SLfc™ 1’ are hugely sustained by annual grants; and the Royal Irish Academy, 
W!th its Museum of Antiquities, receives 500 l. annually, and the Irish National Gallery is 
the Stato’hntt?? 3 3 7 * 6 . Thes0 ei hibitions are all liberally supported by 
Academy ‘Hs not eZddt ed if u 1 e / W °^ ° f livin S the Riyal'flibernii 

Ml oS the most ? i bi< f f01 ' . u ° h su PPOl ‘ though it is an exhibition of 

StfSt.'S.lr ^ taste . uud to spread those 

from\hramral U «hibffio™Tf ° f °f public galleries and museums that 

om tne amiuai exhibitions of modern paintings the poor m-e necessarilv excluded bv 

Sto V *™**\fa theVal Hibernian 

T 17 years in S this r.^Ten?£: 

Jn +I^l +I °I e 1 4o0l T° p ha ? e been admitted at that rate, and there is everv reason 
rop^protee&g lISvTT T 6 ^ 4,5 Option of toTbLS 

Si Snnd^r^e ^ 

peat economy 
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as they stimulate artists, and improve the taste of the public. Sales of works in the 
exhibition have much increased of late years. 

The Academy has never received any additional aid from the Treasury over and above 
the annual grant of 300 l. voted by Parliament. But at the time the awarded charter was 
granted, it was strongly but ineffectually represented by the Academy that 300 I. was 
wholly inadequate, and that the institution could not he efficiently carried on with' such 
inefficient means, having no other source of revenue but the exhibitions, and those proving 
generally unremunerativc. Had that, representation obtained a favourable consideration 3 
the Academy would now be in a very different position. 

The Royal Hibernian Academy is the only institution expressly established for the sus- 
tainment and promotion of the Fine Arts, and it is obvious that a body of professional 
artists are more capable and more fitted to control Art Education than any committee of 
non-professional amateurs. 

If a national institution having a public object, like the Royal Hibernian Academy, is 
worthy of a charter it is surely worthy of such support as will preserve the dignity of that 
charter, and it ought not to be left altogether dependent upon the necessity of making 
income, which might be suitable for a private speculator or a voluntary association. 

The Academy holds the building with its schools, exhibition rooms, and council hall 
on the condition of having an annual exhibition ; if it fails in this, the building lapses 
back to the heir-at-law of Francis Johnston; and if the Treasury refuse the grant in aid 
asked for, the institution will probably become dissolved. 

Nevertheless, the Academy respectfully urge the reconsideration of this, to them, vital 
question. They would hope that their institution being placed in Ireland, will not there- 
fore occasion a less considerate treatment than those situated in other parts of the empire. 
And they anticipate that from the foregoing statements his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant will be induced to recommend to the Government that an increased orant 
be given to the Academy, and that the institution be placed on its former footing, recefvino- 
its grant direct from Parliament. 

Catterson Smith, President R. H. A. 

M. Angelo Hayes, Secretary r. h.a. 



Mr. M. Angelo Hayes to Royal Hibernian Academy. 

Royal Hibernian Academy of Arts, Lower Abbey-street, 
Sir, Dublin, June 1806. 

I am directed to acquaint you that the Academy have determined to seek a more 
extended support for their annual exhibitions, by granting certain advantages to yearly 
subscriber’s to the institution. 

In Edinburgh, Glasgow, Manchester, Liverpool, and other cities in England, the fine 
art institutions are sustained and assisted by such annual supporters ; but in Ireland the 
Academy has not hitherto sought for this co-operation. Yearly subscribers in those 
cities for one and five guineas receive corresponding admissions for themselves and 
families to the .annual exhibitions ; and in Edinburgh the Royal Scottish Academy hold, 
during the exhibition, conversaziones, the admission to which varies from 5s. to Is. 6 d. 
each ticket. 

In Ireland there is a large number who unquestionably take much interest in art, and 
whom the Academy suppose would be most willing to aid and sustain a national institu- 
tion like the Royal Hibernian Academy. 

The Academy therefore propose to give to annual subscribers of 10 s. a personal admis- 
sion to the exhibition, and a catalogue ; also an admission for self and one friend to the 
annual conversazione, held during the period of the exhibition, with the privilege of pur- 
chasing additional admissions to the conversazione at the same rate allowed to members of 
the Academy. 

Subscriptions may be forwarded to the Secretary at the Academy, and may be obtained 
on the opening day. 

It is intended that this year the exhibition shall open on the 2nd July. 



— No. 6. — 

The Under Secretary for Ireland to the Assistant Secretary, Science and Art 
Department, South Kensington. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 8 March 1866 . 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 12th ult., transmitting copy of a Minute, dated 9 th February, of 
the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education, relative to the grant to 
the Royal Hibernian Academy ; and I am desired by his Excellency to transmit 
to you, to be laid before their Lordships, the accompanying copy of a com- 
500. c 2 munication 
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munication which has been received on the subject from the Royal Hibernian 
Academy, and I am to state that his Excellency would see with much regret 
the withdrawal of the small grant now made to the Academy, considering the 
cultivation of high art is not rendered less necessary by the art education 
carried on in connection with the Royal Dublin Society. His Excellency, 
therefore, is glad to perceive by the published Estimates that it is not proposed 
to withdraw the grant for the year 1866-67, and hopes that before the next 
year’s Estimates are prepared, a full inquiry into the subject may be had. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Tkos. A. Larcom. 



Mr. N. Macleod to the Under Secretary. 

Science and Art Department, 

Sir, London, W., 9 May 1866. 

I am directed to state that your communication of the 8th of March last 
has been referred to the Inspector General for Art, and the Official Inspector, 
who consider that it is clear that whether from the like sources or not, the 
Royal Hibernian Academy is, in regard to its premises, in a position as advan- 
tageous as the Academies of London or Edinburgh, while it also is in receipt of 
of a pecuniary grant not made to either of these. 

They observe that the State maintains a National Gallery in Dublin as well 
as in London. This Gallery is open to the public, and the Royal Hibernian 
Academy is left free to regard its exhibition as a means of obtaining revenues, 
as suggested in Mr. Macleod’s Report in 1858, and of selling the works of its 
members. 

They think it, however, desirable that the grant of 300 /. should be continued 
to the Royal Hibernian Academy. 

It seems that the Academy, as securing the tenure of its building, is obliged 
to continue its exhibitions which do not pay ; no doubt partly from the expense 
of obtaining contributions from a distance (although this expense is borne by 
all the provincial exhibitions of modern pictures). 

They think that one source of failure has arisen from the scale of charges 
being too much opposed. One shilling is too high for the general charge ; 1 d. 
being too low for the reduced charge. 

They would suggest 6 d. and 2 cl., but this is merely suggested. 

As to the schools, they would advise that the rule that students should neces- 
sarily have taken the four papers of the second grade be for the present 
suspended ; and that all students, before admission, should be obliged to submit 
a drawing from an antique figure ; and that the admission works of the season 
be laid before the inspector at his annual visit. 

They would recommend also that students competing for the silver medal 
should be required to send in a figure from some antique statue, with 
the figure from the life ; and that the merit of the joint works be taken into 
consideration in the award. 

They wholly concur with Mr. Crowe in the necessity of a thorough course of 
study from the antique, and that it should be only on proved success in this 
school that admission should be granted to a draped or living model. 

_ I am further to state for the information of the council of the Royal Hiber- 
nian Academy, that my Lords would regret to be obliged to withdraw the grant, 
and they trust that no exertions will be spared on the part of the Academy to 
avert such a course. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Norman Macleod, 

Assistant Secretary. 
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— No. 8. 



The Under Secretary to the Secretary of the Royal Hibernian Academy. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 12 May 1866. 

In reference to your letter of the 2nd March last, forwarding observations 
respecting the Minute of the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education, 
relative to the withdrawal of the grant in aid of the Royal Hibernian Academy, 
I am directed by the Lords Justices to transmit to you copy of a letter from the 
Lords of the Committee on the subject, and to request that you will lay the 
same before the Council of the Academy for their consideration of the sugges- 
tions therein contained. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 



— No. 9- - 



M. Angelo Hayes to the Under Secretary. 

Royal Hibernian Academy of Arts, Lower Abbey-street, 

Sir, Dublin, 25 June 1866. 

I am directed by the Council of the Academy to acknowledge your letter of 
the 12th May, inclosing a communication from the Department of Science and 
Art, dated the 9th May. 

The Council are not aware, from the tenor of that communication, whether 
the additional grant prayed for will be conceded. They find it almost impos- 
sible to render the institution thoroughly efficient with its present resources 
and income. 

The communication states that the Department “ trusts no exertion will be 
spared on the part of the Academy to avert the withdrawal of the grant.” No 
exertion hitherto has been spared, and the Academy is prepared to continue 
such exertions ; at the same time, the Council cannot but observe upon the hard- 
ship of requiring members of the body to give their time and services gratui- 
tously, and, in point of fact, sustain a public institution, having a public object, 
at their own private loss, as it is only the visitors or masters of the schools who 
receive payment ; the officers receive no payments whatever, although a large 
portion of their duties are in connection with the Educational Department. 

The Council cannot agree with or admit the conclusion that because the 
Royal Hibernian Academy has received from its own members similar advan- 
tages, although on a smaller scale, to those which the Royal Academies of 
London and Edinburgh have received from the State, that they are on a par, 
and that the Royal Hibernian Academy is therefore not entitled to the small 
additional aid they seek for. 

The Council cannot but feel that a different rule of action is adopted towards 
the Academies of England and Scotland than to the Academy of Ireland. 

The great complaint that the Department prefers against the Royal Hibernian j 
Academy in its educational function is as respects the antique school ; yet that 
school does not receive one penny of support from the State or from the grant, 
but is altogether supported by the Academy, and by the gratuitous services of 
members of the Academy. 

The Council are now engaged in carrying out some of the suggestions made 
by Mr. Cole during his visit to the Academy in September last, and also in- 
tend to adopt most of the suggestions in the last letter of the Department. 

The Council are prepared to recommend to the Academy that a special silver 
medal should be awarded for studies from the antique, to be made by students 
in all the three schools ; but they think the annual silver medal should not be 
given for anything but the best study in oil from the living model as laid down 
in the rules. 

They would also beg to observe that in a former correspondence the Depart- 
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ment declined to interfere in any way with the silver medal, which they looked 
upon as appertaining peculiarly to the Academy. 

The expense of the medal is borne by the Academy. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) M. Angelo Hayes , 
Royal Hibernian Academy, Secretary. 



— No. 10. — 

The -Under Secretary for Ireland to the Secretary, Science and Art Department 
South Kensington, London. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 29 June 1866. 

With reference to your letter of the 9th ultimo, I am directed by the Lord 
Lieutenant to transmit to you, to he laid before the Lords of the Committee of 
Council on Education, the accompanying copy of a Report which has been 
received from the Council of the Royal Hibernian Academy. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) R. N. Matheson. 



— No. 11. — 

Mr. N. Macleod to the Under Secretary, Science aud Art Department, London. 

2 August 1866. 

I am directed to inform you, that your letter of the 29th June 1866. and its 
enclosure (a copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Royal Hibernian 
Academy) have been laid before the Lords of the Committee of Council on 
Education, and that their Lordships having considered the subject of the con- 
cession of an additional grant towards the funds of the Royal Hibernian 
Academy, regret that they are altogether unable to recommend to the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury the appropriation of any further sum 
of public money in aid of the institution in question. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Norman Macleod, 

Assistant Secretary. 
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